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the stalagmite or breccia of limestone caves. For example,
the famous Kent's Hole near Torquay contained bones of
the mammoth, rhinoceros, lion, hyaena, and bear; and red
osseous breccias, charged with the bones of quadrupeds
which have long disappeared from Europe, are common in
almost all the countries bordering on the Mediterranean.1
Western Cilicia is richer in Miocene deposits than any other
part of Anatolia, and the limestone gorges of the coast near
Olba are crowded with fossil oysters, corals, and other shells.2
Here, too, within the space of five miles the limestone
plateau is rent by three great chasms, which Greek religion
associated with Zeus and Typhon. One of these fissures is
the celebrated Corycian cave.
To visit this spot, invested with the double charm of The city
natural beauty and legendary renown, you start from the ofCorycus
dead Cilician city of Corycus on the sea, with its ruined
wails, towers, and churches, its rock-hewn houses and
cisterns, its shattered mole, its island-fortress, still imposing
in decay. Viewed from the sea, this part of the Cilician
coast, with its long succession of white ruins, relieved by the
dark wooded hills behind, presents an appearance of
populousness and splendour. But a nearer approach reveals
the nakedness and desolation of the once prosperous land.*
Following the shore westward from Corycus for about an
hour you come to a pretty cove enclosed by wooded heights,
where a spring of pure cold water bubbles up close to the
sea, giving to the spot its name of Tatlu-su, or the Sweet
Water. From this bay a steep ascent of about a mile along
an ancient paved road leads inland to a plateau. Here, The
threading your way through a labyrinth or petrified sea of ^^cian
jagged calcareous rocks, you suddenly find yourself on the
brink of a vast chasm which yawns at your feet This is
the Corycian cave. In reality it is not a cave but an
immense hollow or trough in the plateau, of oval shape
and perhaps half a mile in circumference. The cliffs which
1 Sir  Charles   Lyell,  Principles  of         * J. T. Bent, in Proceedings of the
Geology1* (London, 1875), iL 5*8 sq?.;     Royal Geographical Society, N.S. xii.
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Ninth Edi-      (1890) p. 447.
tion,   s.v.   "Caves,"    v.   265    sqq.
Compare my notes on Pausanias, L 35.         3 Fr. Beaufort, Karmama (London,
7i ?iii. 29- I-                                            1817), pp. 240 jy.